and Stage II (ca 6,500-5,300y.B.P.), corresponding to the Earliest and Early Jomon Ages in archaeology, are characterized by a landslide or collapse of the precipice along the marginal upland ridge, and the reclamation by them or their secondary sediments in a valley under a marine or brackish environment. The sea reached a level 3m above its present level in late Stage I. During both stages, a warm-temperate deciduous broad-leaved forest composed of mainly Quercus subgen. Lepidobalanus stood on the upland to scarp, and Polygonum thunbergii, Chrisoplenium, and Carex communities covered the ridge at the edge of the water, in the valley.
Stage III(ca 5,300-4,000y.B.P.) corresponds to the Middle Jomon Age, and is distinguished by a standing of Alnus japonica forest in the valley and an invasion of Aphananthe and Celtis in the upland to scarp forest. The deposition of clayey soil containing many Castanea-Castanoposis and Mallotus plant fossils is evidence of the destruction of the forest and the cultivation or semicultivation of Castanea on the scarp to upland.
Stage IV (ca 4,000-2,200y.B.P.) corresponding to the Late and Later Jomon Ages is defined as an invasion of Fraxinus mandshurica, Aesculus turbinata and Acer to the Alnus forest in the valley, and the beginning of a wide expansion of Cryptomeria, Chamaecyparis group and Quercus subgen. Cyclobalanopsis on the upland. These facts testify to a cooler and wetter climate than that in previous stages. During this stage, part of the bottom forest was destroyed by man, and then manufacturing of Aesculus products was begun.
Stage V(ca 2,200-500y.B.P.) and Stage VI(since 500y.B.P.), later than the Yayoi Age in terms of archaeology, were characterized by a strong impact of man on vegetation and by a swampy valley
